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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-1999-0018 HLC DATE:  June 28, 2010 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  Second Congress, Ltd., owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Brown-Dumas Blacksmith Shop 
 
WATERSHED:  Lady Bird Lake 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  104 W. 2nd Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  CBD-CURE to CBD-H-CURE 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from central business district – central urban redevelopment (CBD-CURE) district to 
central business district – historic landmark – central urban redevelopment (CBD-H-
CURE) combining district zoning. 
 
The Brown-Dumas Blacksmith Shop meets the criteria for designation in the areas of 
architectural significance, historical significance, and community value.  The building is 
one of the last vestiges of the small commercial buildings in the lower end of downtown 
along the railroad tracks, and is associated with the long-gone art of blacksmithing.  The 
building was reconstructed and incorporated into the Austonian condominium tower; the 
storefront was reconstructed as well as the historic signs on the west wall of the building.  
The reconstruction of this building represents the successful integration of old and new in 
downtown Austin. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The old blacksmith shop was deconstructed and rebuilt at 
the southwest corner of the Austonian.  The storefront was restored in accordance with 
historic photographs.  All phases of construction have had a Certificate of Appropriateness.  
The signs on the west wall of the building have been refreshed with new paint. 

The old Brown-Dumas Blacksmith Shop historic zoning was initiated with the threatened 
demolition of the building in 1999; the building had been partially destroyed by fire.  The 
case has been pending until plans for rehabilitation of the building were approved by the 
Commission. 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association 
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BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architectural Description:  
The original building was a one-story rectangular-plan brick commercial building with a 
raised brick cornice.  The building had two large bays; in 1999, when the case was initiated, 
each bay was divided in half, with a window with a multi-light transom on the outside bay 
division. The other half of the east bay contained a non-historic wood door with infill at the 
sides and a multi-light transom above.  The other half of the west bay contained a modern 
overhead-style garage door.  The brick had been painted over the years, and had two 
historic advertising signs on the west wall.  The building was very fragile after a fire next 
door severely damaged the rear and side walls of the building and caused a partial collapse 
of the roof.  In November, 2006, the building blew down in a strong windstorm.  The bricks 
were gathered and stored for the reconstruction of the building, and the paint was removed.  
The fire-damaged rear portions of the building have been removed, and the historic 
storefront has been incorporated into the Austonian condominium tower.  The wooden 
storefront has been recreated with plate glass, wood multi-light transoms, and wood doors 
on either side of the central pier.  The signs on the west wall have been recreated.  A new 
metal awning has been installed above the storefront.  A concrete mat has been installed in 
the sidewalk at the front doors with the name of the building, horseshoes, and horseshoe 
nails.  The reconstructed building is set off from the surrounding condominium tower with 
a recessed band of concrete above the cornice of the historic building, and a metal and glass 
storefront unit to the right. 

Historical Associations: 
The Brown-Dumas blacksmith shop is believed to have been built around 1905, and existed as 
a blacksmith shop until around 1923, with various blacksmiths including W.M. Brown and 
John B. Dumas.  By 1922, Dumas was sharing the building with the Fleischmann Company, a 
yeast manufacturer.  Henry C. Richardson, a grocer, occupied the building in the mid-1920s, 
but by the early 1930s, the space was a feed store.  W.W. Hammond operated a billiards hall in 
the building in 1935, but the building again became the home of a feed company the next year 
until the mid-1950s.  G&H Printing Company occupied the space in the late 1950s, and the 
buildings were vacant in the early 1960s, until Elliott’s Radiator Shop opened here in the late 
1960s and early 1970s.  The building has been vacant since the early 1970s. 
 
The building is one of the last to represent the old “lower” part of downtown, an area once 
known for warehouses, wagon yards, saloons, groceries, and meat markets and close to the 
railroad tracks. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  Undetermined – the parcel was reapportioned with the construction of the 
Austonian. 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Undetermined. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT:  Undetermined. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  Undetermined. 
 
PRESENT USE:  Vacant 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent – the front walls of the building have been completely 
reconstructed. 
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PRESENT OWNERS:   
Second Congress, Ltd. 
6001 W. William Cannon, Suite 201 
Austin, Texas 78749 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1905 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  The building was destroyed by a windstorm in 2006; it has 
been completely re-constructed using the original bricks; the storefront has been 
reconstructed in accordance with historic photographs and pursuant to a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  John K. Doman 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A.4 - 5 
 

 
The 1900 Sanborn map shows a dwelling with a full-width front porch at the site of the 
current building on the right side of the alley. 
 
 
 
 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the building, labeled 106 A and B on the right side of the 
alley.  The building with the addresses of 100 and 102 W. 2nd Street has been demolished 
after it was heavily damaged by fire. 
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2006 photograph 
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Windstorm damage to the building (2006) 
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Approval document for the reconstruction of the building 
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Current (2010) photo of reconstructed walls and reproduction signs 
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New entry with concrete entry mat 
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Concrete entry mat with embedded horseshoes and nails 
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